SUBJECT: Virginia State Law #46.1-249 and #46.2-10.25

Virginia State Law #46.1-249   (RURAL MAIL CARRIERS LOADING & UNLOADING MAIL)

(A) Rural mail carriers shall be allowed to stop in such manner as to impede or render dangerous the use of the highway by others while loading or unloading mail at a mailbox, provided there be lettered on the back of the vehicle operated by such rural mail carrier, or lettered on a sign securely attached to and displayed at the rear of such vehicle, in letters at least four inches in height, the following:

CAUTION

FREQUENT STOPS

U. S. MAIL

(A.1) Rural carriers may opt in lieu of such sign, if the vehicle has, and is using, supplemental turn signals mounted at each side of the vehicle upon the roof. Between the lights on the assembly shall be mounted a sign with the words, “U. S. MAIL,” which sign shall be yellow with black letters at least four inches in height, and which light shall be of the type approved by the Superintendent of State Police. The lettered sign shall be folded down out of vision prior to the first stop on the route and following the last stop on the route.

(B) Provided further that nothing in this section shall be construed so as to relieve any such mail carrier from civil liability for stopping on any highway, if he or she is negligent in doing so, and if said negligence approximately contributes to any personal injury or property damage resulting therefrom.

Virginia State Law #46.2-1025 (FLASHING AMBER WARNING LIGHTS)

(A) Rural carrier mail vehicles may be equipped with flashing, blinking or alternating amber warning lights if approved by the Superintendent of State Police, provided the amber lights are only lit when the vehicle is actually engaged in the collection or delivery of mail.

(B) The sign and lights shall be installed so that the sign is lowered and lights turned off before the first stop on the route and following the last stop.

Effective July 1 1997, Virginia State Law will require that any driver having the windshield wipers on MUST also have the lights on. 

